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Foi those whose lips were parched with thirst on Keibela the plain,
Thou mad'st the drifting sand the stream of all dismay, 0 Sphere. '
Thou hast not spared to treat as naught the honour of the Law;
Dure to the sons of Mustafa thou madM thy sway, O Sphere,

No ruth hadst thou on those sad ones whose hearts were turned to blood,
On those whose fortune was o'erthrown in dreary strangeihood.

Fuziili was, as we have seen, an C0smanli in a political
sense only; but for Suleyman's timely occupation of Baghdad
he would not have been reckoned among the Ottoman poets,
and the literary history of the nation would have been the
poorer by one great name which it could ill afford to lose.
There have been, of course, many other Azerbayjani Turkish
poets, but none of these has attained to anything like the
celebrity of Fuzuli, chiefly, no doubt, through lack of merit,
but partly perhaps because none other among them owed
to the Sultans that allegiance which would have entitled him
to be inscribed on the muster-roll of the C0smanli poets. Most
of these Turkish writers were subjects of the Shahs of Persia;
a few in later times have unhappily been under the Czars
of Russia. It is beyond the scope of the present work to
consider the writings of such Turkish poets as have no
claim to be reckoned among the Ottomans, so I shall con-
tent myself with mentioning in this place, as the opportunity
may not occur again, the names of a few Azerbayjanf authors
who have been brought under my notice.2 To begin with,
no less a personage than the founder of the Safevi dynasty,
Shah Ismacil himself, wrote a complete Dfwan in this Turkish
dialect, in which he takes the makhlas of Khata'i. Then

1  Huseyn  and  bis  follower^  were  killed on the plain of KerbelA, not far
from Baghdad.

2  A   collection   of  Azerbayjani   poems   of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth
centuries   was  published  at Leipzig in 1868 by Adolph Berge", It is entitled
Dichtungen   Trans-Kaitkasiscker  Sanger  des xvm imd XIX Jahrhunderts in
Adscrbeidschanischer Mundart.